PRELUDE IN THE FIRST PERSON SINGULAR
Parliaments. Even Scottish novelists had benefited
by those conjugations. But I was not so blind that
I could not see the other side of the picture: if the
partnership had been profitable for Scots, so also had
it been profitable for England. Our political alliance
may be an example of that mutually beneficent
association that biologists call symbiosis; of which
another illustration is the mycorhiza or fungus-root.
'It seems that the fungus draws nourishment from
the tree-root, and that, in return, it passes into it,
from the soil, water and salts, and also makes available
the insoluble organic nitrogen-compounds present in
leaf-mould and humus. Neither partner is absolutely
dependent on the other; tree and fungus can be
grown apart. But in Nature the solitary fungus does
not fruit, and the uninfected tree grows less well than
when it is provided with mycorhiza. This is an
example of symbiosis, or living together to mutual
benefit, notable because the two partners belong to
such widely different classes of plants/1
If this comparison has much foundation in fact, one;
may understand the angry impatience with which so
many Scots reject the proposals of Scottish Nationalists.
For the intention, or at least the hope, of the Scottish
1 Sir J. Arthur Thomson.
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